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                    D R A F T  M I N U T E S

	MEETING:            COPPULL PARISH COUNCIL 
                           WEDNESDAY 14 JANUARY 2026 AT 7.00 PM  
                            COPPULL VILLAGE HALL, CHAPEL LANE
        Members of Coppull Parish Council are hereby SUMMONED to attend the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council
		Members of the public are invited to attend and are extremely welcome

	
This meeting was audio recorded.

IN ATTENDANCE – Councillors Michael Atherton, Marjorie Parkinson, Phil Armstrong, 
                              Julia Berry, Neil Coggins, Jan Colecliffe,  Matthew Crook (until 8pm-
                              prior commitment), Robin Dodd, Christopher Kay, Ken McCrea, 
                              Lynne Moores and Susan Edwards, Clerk - One member of the public

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Councillors Maggie Peel-Impey (unwell) and 
         Sheila Making (unwell), Thomas Robinson (another commitment),  
         Paul Taylor (working - email apologies received after the meeting)

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL / PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS (Members of the Parish Council are reminded of their responsibility to declare any personal or prejudicial interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda in accordance with the provision of the Local Government Act 2000) and withdraw from the meeting whilst the item is discussed.

2.1 DECLARATION OF INTEREST FORM – it is each Councillor’s responsibility to ensure that this form is up to date and to declare any interests at meetings. 

· Cllr.Coggins declared a conflict of interest on Item 11.1 –No. 5 Clancutt Lane.

2.2 DECLARATION OF GIFTS – None. 
       
3.        AMENDMENT/APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
                MEETING DATED 10 DECEMBER 2025 (emailed/distributed to Parish Councillors) 

       PROPOSED:  Councillor N. Coggins
       SECONDED:  Councillor C. Kay
       
       RESOLVED:  That the minutes of the above meeting be approved as a correct
       record.

SUSPEND STANDING ORDERS (20 minutes in total allowed for the following 4 items or 4 minutes per person) 



4. POLICE REPORT – (https://www.police.uk/coppull) – It was agreed at the last meeting not to report on the statistics.  

· A PACT meeting (Police and Communities Together) was held last night in the Village Hall and these will take place on a six-weekly basis.  Eight members of the public were in attendance and two Police Officers.  Everything was positive, but all the people had issues which will be taken up by the Police Officers, who will report back at the next meeting.  Some of the issues raised were road safety on Spendmore Lane, the Grange Drive roundabout and the Clancutt Lane roundabout.  The meeting at present is being run by volunteers, so invitations to the meetings are not being sent out.  However, they will be “In the Know” and put on social media.

5. COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT – None. 

6. BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS – Councillor Julia Berry reported on the following:

· A high-profile meeting was held at the Leisure Centre in December regarding a railway station for Coppull.  This was attended by the Chief Executive of Chorley Council, representatives from Network Rail, Lindsay Hoyle MP and a member of the public who has been campaigning for a railway station.  A fresh feasibility study is required.  LCC is a bit reluctant about this, but Network Rail and Chorley Council have pledged to get this done.

· There is a big change in planning between grey and green belt, HMO’s and children’s homes. Green belt and environmental safeguards are a great concern to Coppull residents, together with transport infrastructure issues, design, heritage and local character.  There are a lot of speculative applications being received.   Some of the sites are not in the local plan, nor the emerging local plan.

· There has been a clean-up of back yards and encouraging people to do this, but it is hoped that this does not become a continued problem.

· There is a flood group on Facebook.  Chorley has the most water assets that any other area (culverts, water ways, etc.).

7. ITEMS INTRODUCED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – None.

REIMPOSE STANDING ORDERS 

8. GENERAL MANAGEMENT/FINANCE 

8.1 Accounts to end of December 2025 (emailed/distributed to Parish Councillors).  Cllr. Makin has yet to check the accounts, but no concerns were raised by members present.  From 1 December 2025 the Financial Services Compensation Scheme (FSCS) is increasing its deposit protection limit from £85,000 to £120,000. 

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk increase the savings in the deposit accounts to the £120,000 limit where applicable, leaving enough in the current account to make payments for the 1st play area at Springfield Park Leisure Centre and routine expenditure for the remaining financial year.



8.2 New play area at Springfield Leisure Park:

· Response from residents – There had been 12 responses and all but 
one preferred Design 1, mainly due to the accessibility and inclusiveness of the equipment.  Unfortunately, only one design had been put on the website, the others were not accepted as they were not the correct format/too large.  However, none of the responses came through from the website.

· Decision on which design wins the contract.

PROPOSED:  Councillor M. Crook
SECONDED:  Councillor L. Moores

That Design no. 1 be given the contract.  This was mainly due to the inclusion of accessible equipment and a full safety surface of the whole site. A vote was taken and this was unanimous, with the following additions:  A sensory board to be added, four swings to be put in if possible and steps on the mound to the green tube slides.

· Bi-monthly report from Chorley Council.  The Chairman is working through these reports to make any repairs which are needed on areas that are not being updated.

8.3 New play area at Byron Crescent – three designs (emailed/distributed to Parish Councillors).  All designs were looked at, and members present preferred Design 1 because of the simplicity and inclusive equipment. However, a couple of amendments to be added, i.e. a track on the surface to link the equipment (railway track) and four swings if possible.  Once the design has been amended, all three designs to go out to consultation.

        8.4    Recording of Meetings Policy submitted by Cllr. Berry -“That Coppull Parish 
                 Council adopts the Recording of Meetings Policy as circulated, confirming 
                 that recordings made by the Clerk are for the purpose of accurate
                 minute‑taking and governance, that councillors may request access to 
                 recordings to verify accuracy or address concerns, and that public requests 
                 will be considered under Freedom of Information and Data Protection 
                 legislation. The policy will be reviewed annually or upon changes in 
                 legislation.”  RESOLVED: To adopt this policy.

8.5  Training – list of training opportunities available (emailed/distributed to Parish 
 Councillors).  Anyone wishing to attend a training event to contact the Clerk.

8.6  Allotments – Review of terms & conditions, etc. (emailed/distributed to Parish 
 Councillors).  The letter to the allotment holders with all the information has
 been sent out and everyone has to pay by the end of February at the latest.  
 The AGM is scheduled for Sunday 15 February 2026 and the Parish Council 
 has been asked to nominate a Councillor to be on the committee, as well as 
 the Chairman.  This is necessary to keep an eye on what people are putting  
 on their plots, as some seem to have put in concrete paths and larger sheds 
 or greenhouses than they should have.  Cllr. Moores will be available for this 
 after May.

8.7  Neighbourhood Plan update (KMc).  Responses are awaited from consultees in 
 regard to the plan.  Once these have been received, the plan can proceed to 
 the next stage.  

8.8  New Village Hall update (KMC) – A problem has occurred with the heating, with
 people meddling with the settings, so the heating was not coming on at the
 required times.  This has now been resolved.  Not much work appears to have
 been done yet at the Library, the scaffolding has only just been put up.  

                 A letter has been sent to the LCC asking for a robust plan of the works to be 
                 undertaken, with a start and finish date.  Residents are concerned about the
                 Library closing completely.  A warm space grant was applied for, but it was 
                 not successful.  A new manager will be in place by the end of January.
                
· Lease agreement between the PC and LCC (Library) – The lease has not yet been signed; there is an amendment required and also a Warning Notice which needs to be done by a Solicitor.  The Heads of Terms has been agreed for a nine-month period.  LCC will be paying £75 per calendar month towards utilities.

RESOLVED:  To contact the Parish Council’s Solicitor for a quote for this work and appoint to undertake the work if the quote is acceptable.  The cost to be covered by LCC. 

· Division of utilities between PC and Nursery.  After looking at the figures over the last three months, the following was agreed.

RESOLVED:  The nursery to be asked to pay £50 per calendar month to cover the cost of utilities throughout the year.

8.9    Leisure Centre and A1 Fitness update (MA).  Works are progressing to both
   buildings as per the building survey report.  Waiting for further quotes for 
   the Leisure Centre.  AW Fire has work to do to the lighting at A1 Fitness and
   the Leisure Centre and this will be completed shortly.

Councillor Crook left the meeting as he had a prior commitment – 8pm.

9. DECISIONS MADE UNDER THE CLERK’S DELEGATED AUTHORITY (in 
          conjunction with the Chair and Vice-Chair) 

· JJH Tree Solutions – Emergency removal of storm damaged limbs and dangerous dead wood from Willow Tree over path at Springfield Leisure Park  - £450.00.

· Chorley Council – Bi-monthly inspections of three play areas – annual cost £605.00 plus vat.

RESOLVED:  That the Parish Council RATIFY the above expenditure.

10. PLANNING (NC) - All applications can be viewed at planning.chorley.gov.uk –
         type in the application number in the search box.

10.1 Applications (Written report received from Councillor Coggins attached):  Cllr. Coggins declared a conflict of interest on the first application, No. 5 Clancutt Lane.

· App.No. 25/01160/FULHH – 5 Clancutt Lane – Single storey side/rear extension, new dormers to front and rear (following demolition of 



existing single storey rear projection).  RESOLVED:  To raise concerns
over the reduction in off-street parking which is below the requirement set out in the Chorley Local Plan, Appendix A, for use class C3.

· App.No. 25/01262/FULHH – 15 Roe Hey Drive – Extension to front dormer, single storey rear extension (following demolition of existing conservatory) and extension to rear of garage.  RESOLVED:  That the Parish Council SUPPORT this application.

· App.No. 25/01220/FUL – Land next to nursery, Park Road – Erection of 1no. detached self-build dwellinghouse.  RESOLVED:  That the Council OBJECT to this application on the grounds that it is clear
overdevelopment of the site and fails to provide even a single off-street parking space that meets the Planning Authority’s mandated standards.

· App.No. 25/01168/FUL – 421 Preston Road – Erection of a 1.8m high close boarded timber fence with electrically operated double gates (part-retrospective) following removal of existing fence.  RESOLVED:  That the Parish Council SUPPORT this application.

· App.No. 25/01199/PIP - Land off Mill Lane (rear of the pond, adjacent to Spinners Close) – Permission in principle application for the erection of up to two dwellinghouses.  RESOLVED:  In light of the significant objections already made by parishioners to this application, the Parish Council OBJECT to the application on the basis of the material harm it would do to the character of the mill pond (which is public open space).  

· App.No. 25/01203/CLEUD – Rivington View Nurseries, Coppull Hall Lane – Application for a certificate of lawfulness for the existing use of the site for retail sales (Use Class E(a)).  RESOLVED:  That the Parish Council SUPPORT this application.

· App.No. 25/01201/MNMA – Land adjacent Blainscough Hall, Blainscough Lane – Minor non-material amendment – to amend the Wilson house type and the boundary treatments to rear of plots 103-104.  This application has already been approved by the Planning Authority by delegated decision.

10.2 To consider any planning applications received after publication of this
                   agenda for which a response is needed prior to the next meeting. 

· App.No. 26/00006/FUL – 75 Lancaster Street – Change of use of land to domestic garden (retrospective).  RESOLVED:  That the Parish Council SUPPORT this application.

10.3 Decisions:

· App.No. 25/01229/NOT – Opposite No.1 Bogburn Lane – Notification of intention to install 1 no. 10m high light pole for the provision of fixed line broadband electronic communications  - GRANTED.

· App.No. 25/01084/FULHH – 1 The Brambles – Erection of timber boundary fence 1.2m to 1.83m in height (retrospective) – GRANTED.

10.4 Emails from residents regarding the Parish Council’s response to the
proposed development on Preston Road (emailed/distributed to Parish Councillors).  

· A request had been made by a resident that the Parish Council reconsider their response to this development, whereby they had supported the housing.  A change of decision would need to be requested by six Parish Councillors in writing, otherwise cannot be discussed until after a six-month period had passed.  After lengthy discussions, a vote was taken as follows:

· 1 member voted to change the decision and object
· 2 members abstained
· 7 members voted not to change the decision

                            Therefore, the original decision stands, whereby the Parish Council 
                            recommended to Chorley Council that they support the housing 
                            development.

·  A further response to be sent to the resident who had concerns in  regard to how the Parish Council responds to planning applications.  Cllr. Berry to liaise with the Clerk in regard to this.

11. HIGHWAYS – No further information has been received in regard to 
         changing the speed limit on Preston Road (Charnock Richard) from 40mph to
         30mh.

12. CORRESPONDENCE / ITEMS FOR DECISION – None.

13. ITEMS FOR INFORMATION / FUTURE DISCUSSION 

13.1   Chorley Council - Neighbourhood Priorities 2026/27. Due to the local 
          government reorganisation and the current focus on delivering a large-scale 
          community impact programme which encompasses over 100 projects across
          all ward areas (completion by May 2026), it has been recommended and 
          agreed that the proposal and selection process for the 2026/27 
          neighbourhood priorities be postponed until after May.  Noted.

13.2    Lancashire Renewables Environmental Education Centre.  Eco Town is a 
          brand new environmental education facility now open at the Centre at 
          Farrington Waste Recovery Park, Leyland.  It is a free hands-on learning 
          experience that brings recycling and sustainability to life.  Visitors can 
          wonder through three themed areas and explore 13 fun, interactive streets. 
          If any member wishes to go, please inform the Clerk.

13.3   Chorley & District Support for Ukraine – Prayers for Ukraine, a 4th 
          Anniversary Remembrance Service will be held t St. Mary’s Church in 
          Chorley on Tuesday 24 February, starting at 6.30 pm and lasting around 45 
          minutes.  Everyone welcome. 

The resident attending the meeting was asked to leave whilst a confidential matter was discussed.

14. CONFIDENTIAL MATTER – Complaint regarding Civility and Respect at the
          last Parish Council meeting.  Two residents had expressed concern in regard 
          to the way some Parish Councillors were reacting to another Parish 
          Councillor at a meeting.  

          RESOLVED:  To re-send the Civility and Pledge information to every 
          member and if any unacceptable behaviour is observed again at future 
          meetings, the person(s) concerned to be immediately informed that this is 
          not acceptable and must cease immediately.


Chair closed the meeting at 9 pm.






………………………………………………………………
Councillor Michael Atherton
Chair of Coppull Parish Council
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